Art 101/102

Art History

Vincent Baldassano

Term Paper #1 Assignment

REACTION PAPER

Visit a Museum of your choice.  Select any work of art that appeals to you.  Make a “Thumb Nail” Sketch, buy a postcard or take a photo of this work of art.  Write a 3 or 4 page paper based on the object displayed. Total pages will be 5 or 6 including a cover page and a thumbnail page. Notes should be taken on site from the original work, not a reproduction.  The work chosen should be discussed with the instructor prior the written paper. You will have the option of two dates to hand in this assignment.  Date #1 = 3pages.  Date#2 = 4pages. Reaction papers 1 week late will not be accepted and will receive a “0” for the assignment.  Each day late after last due date and prior to the unaccepted paper will lose credit of 5 points per day. Papers emailed to me must have my prior approval. Write your paper in the following steps:

Papers that do not follow these steps will not be accepted and must be rewritten- rewrites will result in a lower grade. Examples of Reaction Papers can be viewed on Class Website.

1. Start with the work – The artist, its title, medium, date and the museum where it was seen and its accession number.  You must include a sketch of the work in addition to any other   photo or reproduction.  The Thumbnail sketch is another way for you to access the artwork; it will not be graded.

2. “Formal Analysis “ Describe the work, in detail, from the general to the specific.  Example: how big is the piece?  What is its general tonality or appearance?  What are the forms that you see in the piece (two pieces of fruit on a table, a nude figure, the front of a building etc.)?  Then, using your elements of art and design, discuss the work “formally”.

3. Then consider iconography, content, anything that is relevant and defendable.  Do not make subjective undefended statements.  An example of this would be to say that something is “good” with no explanation.  Good, is a relative term; it doesn’t describe anything.  Always look to answer the question “WHY?”

This paper should be well -written and typed neatly in a font equivalent to 12- point TIMES).  Late work will be granted extensions only if extraordinary circumstance are discussed in advance of the due date. For writing help, visit the “Writing Center” outside the Gateway Library, prior to submission. The first paper considers these three steps ONLY.  Your observations only, NO RESEARCH, is to be included.
